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What is the AHAR?  

On December 6, 2017, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development released the 

2017 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (AHAR) to Congress. The data reported is a 

summary of Point in Time (PIT) counts taken across the country on a given night in January. 

Overall, the data indicates an increase in homelessness across the country for the first time in 7 

years, a little less than 1%, at around 3,800 adults and children.  

 

What does the AHAR say about South Carolina’s homeless? 

In South Carolina, the report records a 22% decrease in homelessness overall, the largest 

decrease by percentage in the country. However, there are many factors that influence the 

outcomes of the PIT count in South Carolina, particularly in the Upstate.   

 

Is homelessness on the decrease in the Upstate of SC? 

No. The Upstate CoC attributes the decrease in the PIT count in part to cold weather shelters 

being closed due to unseasonably warm weather – temperatures above 60 degrees. Cold 

weather shelters are typically where those experiencing homelessness gather when the 

temperatures fall below freezing. Additional factors include a decrease in housing inventory as 

well as the reclassification of some beds from transitional housing units to emergency shelter. 

 

Is the PIT count the only data used to indicate the state of homelessness in communities? 

While the PIT count data is an important indicator of the number of people experiencing 

homelessness on a single night in communities across the country, it should be considered as 

only one of many data measures taken during the year. While the PIT count numbers seem 

encouraging, during the 12-month period between October of 2015 and September of 2016, 

17,698 adults and children in SC received homeless services (according to the Homeless 

Information Management System (HMIS)). Of these, more than 4,700 were served in Greenville 

County alone. PIT data shows that on a given night in January, the totals were as follows: 

Anderson- 148, Greenville- 627, Greenwood- 133, Spartanburg- 227. The data collected during 

the PIT Count is not comparable to HMIS data.   

 

What can communities across the Upstate do to help reduce the number of people 

experiencing homelessness? 

• Contact your representatives and remind them that passing the Republican tax bill 

would gut affordable housing, straining an already drastically reduced inventory  

•  Learn more about affordable housing in your community and become an advocate for 

safe, decent, affordable housing by attending local community/council meetings to lend 

your voice 
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• Donate to and volunteer for those service organizations in your community who are 

working to end homelessness by providing affordable housing and services to adults 

and children in need 

 

What is the Upstate Continuum of Care’s plan to address homelessness in 2018? 

The Upstate CoC plans to: 

• Continue working to increase affordable housing inventory through collaborative 

partnerships 

• Increase diversion and prevention services to meet the needs of special populations, 

including unaccompanied youth and veterans 

• Increase awareness for the effectiveness of the housing-first model to eliminate chronic 

homelessness  

• Collaborate with housing and service providers to identify service gaps and eliminate 

duplication of services 

• Advocate for additional federal, state and local funding to provide affordable housing 

and services 


