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2017 POINT-IN-TIME REPORT 

Assessing the State of Homelessness in South Carolina 

GREENVILLE, SC, OCTOBER 3, 2017 — United Housing Connections announced today the release of the 

2017 Point-in-Time Count (PIT Count). The PIT Count is federally mandated by the U.S. Department of 

Housing and Urban Development for all communities receiving federal funds.  

The Upstate effort was launched by the Upstate Continuum of Care (CoC) – a local consortium of 

housing agencies, service providers, and governmental units committed to ending homelessness in the 

Upstate of South Carolina. The PIT Count takes an unduplicated census of people experiencing 

homelessness – sheltered or not – on a given night and helps communities better understand the 

magnitude and characteristics of its homeless population.  

The 2017 PIT Count data revealed a significant decrease in individuals counted who reported 

experiencing homelessness in the Upstate in 2017 compared to 2016, though the largest proportion of 

the state’s individuals experiencing homelessness were recorded in the Upstate region. In total, the 

report showed a decrease in homelessness by 500 people in 2017, dropping from 1,817 in 2016 to 1,317 

in 2017 – a 28% decline. However, the Upstate CoC cautions that there are a number of factors that 

influence the annual count that must be considered to understand the current state of homelessness in 

our region. 

“While it does appear that the number of people experiencing homelessness seems to be on the 

decrease, there are many factors that influence the outcomes in this report,” says Natalie Worley, Chief 

Operating Officer at United Housing Connections. “The Upstate experienced unseasonably warm 

weather on the night of the count, which means it was unnecessary for those normally needing cold 

weather shelter to gather in those locations. Additional factors include a decrease in housing inventory 

as well as the reclassification of some beds from transitional housing units to emergency shelter.” 

The report indicated that 972 of the 1,317 individuals experiencing homelessness were older than 24. Of 

those, 60% were male. In addition, 419 (32%) of the total homeless population counted were in families 

with children. In all, 265 homeless children under the age of 18 were counted, while only 80 youth 

between the ages of 18 and 24 were reported. By race, 50% of the people counted as experiencing 

homelessness in the Upstate were African American while 44% reported were Caucasian.  The remaining 

6% reported were Hispanic, Latino or another race.  

Among special populations, 16% of the Upstate’s homeless population was reported as having a 

disability, while 5.6% were homeless Veterans. 



“Again, while these numbers seem encouraging, we believe they are very low given the number of 

persons receiving homeless services in SC in fiscal 2016,” said Worley. 

Between October of 2015 and September of 2016, 17,698 persons received homeless services in SC 

across the Continuums of Care (homeless service regions). These service regions include: The Upstate 

Continuum of Care, serving 13 Upstate Counties; the Midlands Area Consortium for the Homeless, 

serving 14 midlands counties; Eastern Carolina Homeless Organization, serving the 12 eastern counties; 

and the Lowcountry Homeless Coalition, serving 6 Lowcountry counties. 

 

About United Housing Connections (UHC) — UHC is an Upstate South Carolina nonprofit organization 

that works together with other agencies to provide affordable housing. We are dedicated to ending 

homelessness through programming, advocacy, and building safe, decent, and affordable housing for 

homeless or at-risk families and individuals. Our goal is to help fill the gaps in services for homeless and 

at-risk persons. UHC coordinates the Continuum of Care throughout a 13 county area in Upstate South 

Carolina. To learn more, visit: www.unitedhousingconnections.org. 

For more information regarding the PIT Count contact: Natalie Worley, UHC COO and Upstate CoC PIT 

Coordinator, at 864-770-0710 or email at: nworley@uhcsc.org.  

To view the full 2017 PIT Count Report visit: https://www.upstatecoc.org/point-in-time-count/ 

Statement from the Greenville Homeless Alliance: The annual PIT count is conducted under very 

specific HUD guidelines and provides a snapshot of a narrowly defined “homeless” population on a 

specific date in time. We know the result is an underestimation of the number of homeless and unstably 

housed in our Greenville community. For example, there are many homeless individuals and families 

that go uncounted because they are temporarily living in hotels or doubled up with family. Greenville’s 

2017 PIT count totaled 1,317 persons experiencing homelessness; in comparison, the Homeless 

Management Information System (HMIS) collected information on over 4,700 persons receiving services 

from homeless providers in Greenville County during calendar year 2016.  

For Information about what the Greenville Homeless Alliance is doing to combat homlessness: Contact 

Tony McDade, Chairman of the Greenville Homeless Alliance at 864.214.2019, or email 

TMcDade@united-ministries.org.  
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